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Much gratitudes towards the SES2019 organizers for such a great platform where young
researchers can have discussions. | am honoured for receiving the Annual Presentation Award (Fuji
Electric Award) at my first time of presenting in a poster session. This research was conducted

within the framework of the 2018 On-site Research Training course during the period of more than A

six months. In this journey, we spent time together not only to detect the local’s problem or find

out the diagnosis but also to understand the multi-cultural and disciplinary research environment HA Thi Minh Phuc
within the team. The research did not fulfil all of the local’s demands or our desires but we tried to G o Ny N5
analyse the social acceptance of newcomers in those rural areas from the perspectives of foreign BB R

researchers by considering also some assumptions about the rural-Japan (e.g. the local gossip. the hard acceptance of
locals towards newcomers,  etc ). During the discussing time in the conference. | was confirmed by some audiences the
similar behaviours of local people observed in other rural Japan such as in Nagano or Kansai region. There were many other
suggestions and | was also motivated by some audiences who thought that our results can be published in academic journals.
After all, it’s not the fact that our results are extraordinary among other presentations in the conference to receive the
award, but because the whole research team spent a lot of efforts and enthusiasms on it (besides of our doctoral thesis) so
that | was able to present by all of my eagerness as well as a lot of luck. Last but not least.,  many thanks for the co-authors
Wendy Wuyts, Guo Jing and Doi Ryuusei for everything, the local governments of Shirakawa town and Higashi-
Shirakawa Village for the collaboration and especially professors Hirokazu Kato, Yasuhiro Hirano.  Noriko Sugiyama.
Hiromi Yamashita, Yuji Kakimoto, Takafumi Miyasaka. Noriyuki Kawamura, Masao Takano for guiding us
during the whole course.
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